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President’s corner
Tondra Vees

It is my privilege to serve as DAWG’s president. We have much to be proud 
of in this organization. Our volunteers work tirelessly to help the animals at 
Douglas County Animal Care and Services and the countless needy and homeless 
animals of Douglas County. DAWG has grown substantially over the years and has 
developed an excellent reputation in our community. Many people are aware of 
the impact we’ve had in Douglas County. The number of animals we’ve helped and 
the effect we’ve had on their lives is remarkable. The following is a synopsis of 
what we do:

The shelter dogs receive love, affection and exercise twice daily, regardless of 
weather conditions and even on holidays. Training is available if necessary in 
order to promote adoption. Volunteers clean the “cat cottage,” feed, care for and 
socialize the shelter cats and kittens every day as well. Between DAWG and the 
shelter staff, rest assured these shelter animals receive excellent care. DAWG takes 
care of almost all of the shelter animals’ medical needs—for senior check-ups, 
illnesses, injuries (including needed surgeries) and dental care.

DAWG holds adoption events, much needed fundraisers and promotes the shelter 
animals on Facebook, PetFinder and YouTube. It’s only because of your donations, 
fundraising, and the occasional grant that we are able to do what we do.

Our other wonderful programs do so much to help the animals. Foster, Fix-A-
Family Pet, Fix-A-Pit Bull, TnR, Found Cat and Community Assistance programs 
help a multitude of animals in a big way. Kitten season is in full swing and our 
Foster and Found Cat programs need more cat and kitten fosters, including bottle 
feeders for the tiny orphaned kittens. If you can help or want to know more, 
please contact us. DAWG covers all expenses.

It takes an army of volunteers to run all the operations of DAWG and a lot 
happens behind the scenes. One of the biggest challenges we face is recruiting 
active, involved members to DAWG. Just think how much more we could do if 
new people would join DAWG and become truly active. I feel very fortunate to 
have joined DAWG and have been actively involved for many years. It’s important 
work and the sense of accomplishment we get when we’re helping the animals is 
immeasurable. Helping others, especially through volunteer work, brings much 
satisfaction and joy to our lives. The innocent homeless and suffering animals 
need us!

If you would like to know more about DAWG and think you might be interested 
in volunteering, please feel free to contact us by phone (775-267-7325) or email 
(dawg.douglascountynv@gmail.com). We would very much like to talk with you.
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Karen Prenatis
Submitted by Casey McClain, DAWG Member

Karen Prenatis is our Featured volunteer. She has this great laugh. I love it.

She came from St. Louis about 5 years ago and has volunteered with us for 4 years. She is a 
computer programmer for the state, married, and has two rescue dogs. Gunnar is a Douglas County 
Animal Services grad, and Scooter comes from another local rescue group.

She volunteers at some adoption events, helps with the road cleanup, and uses her computer skills 
converting the DAWG donation list to a Word format for the DAWG newsletter.

Since her husband works weekends she has become a dedicated Sunday morning dog walker.  She 
also plays with the dogs in the yard, often with toys she has donated herself.

Karen HATES the cold. So, on those freezing Sunday mornings, the only thing that gets her out of the 
house is to come out to the shelter and love the dogs.

DAWG 
member 
profile

Bruno Adopted!
Submitted by Leslie Morfield, DAWG Member

If someone were to look up the meaning of serendipity, they would find the story of Bruno, the 
shelter dog, and his new Dad. It was meant to be—we all just didn’t know it—not Bruno, not his 
new Dad and certainly not us volunteers. Bruno, a 2-year-old Pit Bull Mix was at the shelter for 
exactly one year before his future best friend happened to walk through the shelter door looking 
for a dog exactly like him. The rest is a storybook ending we can only hope for all our shelter dogs,
Bruno came to the shelter as a stray at the end of April 2018. Little was known about him and he was 
pretty shutdown and scared of his new life. As time passed, and with a lot of love and encouragement, 
he became more confident, but it was clear that he had little to no training or guidance on how to be a good 
dog. His excitement and mouthiness landed him in trouble a couple of times. His situation was dire and he needed our help. With the 
shelter’s approval, DAWG decided to call in a professional dog trainer, Greg Gibbs, who uses positive reinforcement techniques to teach 
Bruno what he needed most—self-control and good decision making. His 5-month intensive training began, and in the end, he was 
ready to find his forever home.

Now began the quest to get him adopted. As we do with all our long-term shelter dogs, we produced several videos, published in the 
newspaper, made several Facebook posts, held a special adoption event, and posted notices everywhere. Several people and their dogs 
came to look at him over this period, but there was always something that didn’t work out: young children, cats, other dogs not keen on 
him, rental restrictions against specific breeds. Unfortunately, his one-year anniversary at the shelter was in sight with no prospect of 
getting adopted.

Meanwhile Bruno’s soon-to-be Dad who owns his house and was interested in adding a dog to that home decided to head to the shelter 
to look for a “medium to large” dog. In he walked and there was Bruno. “That’s my dog!” he said to the shelter staff. It was kind of love at 
first sight. Bruno was adopted the next day.

Now he spends his days enjoying the love and attention of his Dad and all his friends, his own yard, walks, and sleeping on the bed at 
night. It was meant to be, Bruno, it was meant to be.

BRUNO’S ADOPTION FOLLOW-UP: “He’s doing just great. I just took him to the vet and he is in good health and got his rabies shot. 
Absolutely no sign of aggression; instead I found out he is just a big old baby. He was very nice with everyone. I can’t believe he was there 
at the shelter so long. Greg showed up to help me get him settled in. He’s a really nice guy and he told me what to do if Bruno gets ramped 
up. So I had some people over and I know it was my fault but they really wanted to see him. So he got all excited and I told him to sit and I 
was really happy to see how he calmed himself down. One thing to be told about it, another to see it actually happen where he makes good 
choices by himself. He does like to relax. I take him on long walks and he likes to make them shorter. My girlfriend tried to get him in the 
kennel and that didn’t work so when we had to leave we set him up in his own little area of the living room with some toys. When we came 
home he was just chilling on the couch. He hadn’t touched anything and he has not had one accident since he’s been here. I am going to be 
putting in a doggie door for him so he can come and go as he pleases. He really likes sleeping with us.”  
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DoG ADoPtIon Follow-UPs
Dolly: She is doing well and 
adjusting. She is chewing on a bone 
right now. My Mom has a dog and I 
take her over to her house so they 
can play. Her training, so far, has been 
very easy.

todd: He’s doing real well. His 
surgery went well. He and our older 
dog play well together. He’s still a little 
ribby so we are adding scrambled 
eggs to his dinner. I don’t buy into 
the 6 months. Looking at his teeth he 
looks to be 4-5 months. He likes our 
cats and wants to play with them just 
like our older dog, and the cats let him know they don’t like 
that. We have named him Kobe.

lolo: Whoever turned him in made 
the biggest mistake of their life. He 
is the most incredible dog ever. We 
didn’t like Lolo so we named him Leo, 
something close to Lolo. He and my 
husband have bonded and of course, I 
love him to death. My husband retired 
back in June and we wanted a dog we 

could take everywhere with us. We have an RV and it has 3 
seats in the front. His bed is in the middle seat and he loves it. 
Tomorrow he goes to CVV to have his hernia surgery.

Pokie: He is doing amazing. He’s 
such a wonderful dog, I don’t know 
how we got so lucky. He’s getting 
grounded. We have an 8-year-old 
Lab and they are perfect together. 
Playing in and out the doggie door. 
His name is Buddy and he seems to 
respond to it.

April: She is doing very well. Quite 
well after the surgery. She is blending 
in with the family. We are teaching 
her about the back yard and where 
she can be and not be and she 
trains easily. She has a wonderful 
disposition and demeanor.

copper: My son says she is doing well. 
I was home for a few days then I went to 
Sacramento for a week and he says she 
is adorable and doesn’t leave his side. 
My black Lab had died last Xmas. I just 
went with my daughter to get tags for 
her dogs, so I went in back and saw her 
and put my name down. I am so happy 
I got her. I’ve named her Scarlett. I still 
watch Gone The Wind so that name is a good one. I bought her a 
doggie door and just showed her a couple of times and she does 
nothing in the house. She’s the smartest dog. Just amazing.

Pandora: She’s doing really great. 
She is such a good dog and minds 
well. She is super spoiled already and 
is the ruler of the roost. We’re happy 
to have her.

cayenne: Oh, she ran away. Just 
kidding you. She is absolutely 
wonderful. She’s just a lover dog. The 
thing is....well speak of the devil. She 
just came in with my eyeglass case. 
It’s chewed up a little, but she is just 
a puppy. She is very intelligent, learns 
quickly and rides in the car with no 
problems. She’s a winner. I’ve had her 
around other dogs and she gets along fine which is a good 
thing because all our friends have dogs. She is wonderful.

Juneau & Kodiak: They’re doing 
great and are quite the addition to 
the family. The kids love them and 
they love the kids and they are a 
joy to have. Last year our Black Lab 
passed away and since the kids are 
so young we did not want to get a 

puppy. They are so well behaved that this is a match made in 
heaven. Everything is fantastic.

sticks: He is snuggled up next to my 
daughter right now. Within 2 days 
of getting here he had almost all his 
teeth removed and now he can eat. 
He’s gained .4 lbs so far. He was so 
malnourished that his hind end was 
weak. Now he jumps up on the bed 
and into the car He’s decided this 
is his place and he is a happy camper. When the other dogs 
bark at the UPS man he runs along and barks too. When I first 
brought him home I put him in a playpen and he was up and 
out in 10 minutes. He’s a real love. I’ve named him Cosmo.
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PAws oF tHAnKs For yoUr 
GeneroUs sUPPort  [ nov. 2018 - April 2019 ]

Every donation is special and appreciated. We wish to offer acknowledgements for the 
following unique donations.

l  THE CHEETAH CLUB AT SCARSELLI ELEMENTARY SCHOOL for once again making 
DAWG the recipient of their fundraising efforts.

l  DON & PAULA LAWYER for their generous donation in memory of their cat Velvet. 
l  DIANNE EDMONDS (NIMBY FARMS) for her two generous donations for the cats’ needs and 

where needed most.
l  SUZANNE JOHNSON for her generous donation for cat projects and the TNR program.
l  JOHN & NANCY RICHMOND for their generous donation for use where needed most in memory of 

Dr. Lance Gorrindo.
l  WALMART in Gardnerville for their ongoing donations of pet food, treats and kitty litter to help our support of the animals’ 

needs and to DAWG MEMBERS PATTI & EMMA FIERLE, who organize the pickup of donated items several times a week and 
unload them at the shelter.

l  DAWG MEMBERS DAN & EMMA FIERLE, who regularly and consistently take one of the troubled, long-term dogs to GUY 
YEAMAN’S OBEDIENCE TRAINING CLASSES and see that they are regularly socialized. They have helped their project dogs in so 
many ways and enabled several to be adopted when they may have lingered much longer in the shelter.  They are doggie angels!

l  DOUGLAS COUNTY RESIDENTS who chose the Nevada State special Spay and Neuter license plates. Portions of those license 
plate fees are donated to DAWG quarterly to help support our TNR program.

l  The MANY GENEROUS RESIDENTS OF OUR COMMUNITY who donate dry and canned dog, puppy, kitten and cat food, pet beds, 
treats, blankets and towels for the shelter animals. They also recycle their aluminum beverage cans in the dumpster at the shelter 
parking lot. Most of the time we do not know who you are but you bring many smiles of gratitude.

November 2018 – January 2019
(Our sincere apologies for 
missing these donors in previous 
newsletters)
Deis, Gary
Deveaux, Teresa
Goodspeed, Barbara 
Harris, Anne
Hart, Roxanne
Lawyer, Paula & Don
Morley’s Books
Nunnally, James
Schumylowych, Olena
Smith, Elaine
Volland, Melissa
Wood, Sandra

February 2019
Berkeley, Ruth
Betts, Doris
Blair, Dolores
Brown, Joyce
Callahan, Theresa
Craik, Virginia
Darrough, Dale & Carol
Douglas, Kenneth
Dries-Trute, Judith
Edmonds, Dianne (Nimby Farms)
Flanagan, Dick
Glass, Patricia
Jackson, Mariann M
Johnson, Suzanne
Johnson, Tina
Kennedy, Carl &  Susan
Koepke, Katherine Gretchen
Kopitch, George

Kroger (Smith’s Food & Drug)
Kurczodyna, Colleen
Lee, Lonnie & Janet
Moseley, Patricia
Noble, Diane M.
Osgood, Sharon
Schlaifer, Ronald
Sibary, Ann
Terlau, Karen
Vanos, Paul & Judith
Villalobos, Jennifer
Ward, Kenneth & Sandra
Wilson, Michael
Wood, Gary
Woods, Wayne

March 2019
Betts, Doris
Callahan, Theresa
Craik, Virginia
Davis, Marilyn
Dils, Harold & Darleen
Flaherty, John & Sharrie
Flanagan, Dick
Gesselman, Vera & Jim
Glass, Patricia
Griffith, Gary
Hansel, Judith
Herbert,  Gail
Jackson, Mariann M.
Johnson, Tina
Mallory, Jody & David 
Muzzy, Jan & Lynn 
Osgood, Sharon
Perma-Cal Industries
Richmond, John & Nancy

Robinson, Elizabeth
Sanicola, Charles & Nancy
Smith, David & Judy 
Streeter, Sally & Norman
Streeter, Sherry Kay & 
  De Lucca, Frank
Warren, Frank & Marguerite 
Ziglar, Stacey

April 2019
Anderson, Loren & Judith 
Andraski, Brian J.
Apple, Chris & Tawny
Austin, Cindy
Betts, Doris
Bohlman, Dale & Karen 
Brackett, John
Brown, Gerald & Georgia
Brown, Toney & Patricia
Callahan, Theresa
Cannon, Kenneth
Capton Snell, Terry
Costa, William
Craik, Virginia
Crockett, Ronda
Dang, Patrick & Wilma 
Edmonds, Dianne (Nimby Farms)
Elorduy, Janeen
Evans, Al
Ferree, Wayne & Diane
Flanagan, Dick
Frager, June
Giallongo, Judith & Mario
Glass, Patricia 
Havens, Barbara
Jackson, Mariann M.

Johnson, H. Pamela
Johnson, Tina
Kroger (Smith’s Food & Drug)
Little, Dennis
Lucas, Marjory & George 
Luettgerodt, Terri
Mallory, Jody & David 
Manfredi, Oliver & Roxanne
Megee, Allison
Miller, Gail & Arlo
Minner, B.A. & D.V. 
Moll, Kathy
Montague, Patty
Moseley, Patricia
Nelson, J. A.
Northcote, Sheri
Osgood, Sharon
Palmer, Richard & 
  Glisson, Rhonda
Patterson, Susie
Phillips, Peter
Price, John & Donna
Robinson, Elizabeth
Ryan, Sheri
Sanferraro, Joanne
Sawyer, Stacey & Williams, Brian
Silvas, Sharon V. 
Strehle, Richard & Carole 
Turnell III, Clifford
Vickrey, Carol
Villalobos, Jennifer
Wilcox, Sharon M.
Wood, Willard R.
Woods, Wayne
Yaeger, Barbara & Jim

(continued next page)
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Gifts with Special Dedications
Austin, Cindy – In memory of Midget (07/02/02 – 02/23/19)
Brown, Gerald & Georgia – In memory of Casey
Brown, Joyce – In memory of Balto & Hershey - choc labs
Cannon, Kenneth – In memory of Sid
Capton Snell, Terry – In memory of Strawberry
Dils, Harold & Darleen – In memory of Sprinter
Dries-Trute, Judith – For medical care in honor of Buster, Bandit 
& Cooper
Edmonds, Dianne (Nimby Farms) (x 2) – for the cats and where 
needed most
Elorduy, Janeen – In memory of Ivan, Foster dog
Ferree, Wayne & Diane – In honor of Daisy, new dog
Flanagan, Dick (x 3) – In memory of Toby
Frager, June – In memory of Tic Tac
Gesselman, Vera & Jim – In memory of Dee Rasmussen
Giallongo, Judith & Mario – In memory of Dee Rasmussen

Griffith, Gary – In memory of Barbara R. Smith
Johnson, Suzanne – for cat projects and the TNR program
Kurczodyna, Colleen – In memory of Doris Bauman
Lawyer, Paula & Don – In memory of Velvet the cat
Miller, Gail & Arlo – In memory of Boot
Montague, Patty – In honor of Reese & Luke
Northcote, Sheri – In memory of Wyatt
Richmond, John & Nancy – In memory of Dr. Lance Gorrindo
Schlaifer, Ronald – In memory of Joan Schlaifer
Streeter, Sherry Kay & De Lucca, Frank – In memory of Angel
Tomlinson, Jean – For medical care for shelter animals and In 
memory of White Fang, Blondie, Ruggs loving Pets and in honor 
of L. Mordaunt’s birthday
Turnell III, Clifford – In honor of Lexi and Daisy
Wilcox, Sharon M. – In memory of Bertha Wilcox

Goodbye, Karin
Submitted by Tina Dillion, DAWG Member

We recently learned that Karin Klug was retiring from the 
Douglas County Animal Shelter after nearly 11 years of service. 
Emails of regret at her 
leaving were soon flying. 

Karin always took care of 
the animals as her primary 
purpose: clean kennels, 
beds, warm blankets, 
clean water, healthy food, 
and lots of love. And the 
love was reciprocated by 
the animals. If you ever 
wanted to see a dog do 
a full-body wag, you just 
needed to be in the area 
when Karin was there.

Karin also valued the 
volunteers and was always 
available with her support. I know I went to her many, many 
times for help, and it was always graciously supplied.

Karin, you will be sorely missed by all - dogs, cats, and humans 
- but we wish you all the best in your new endeavors.

Happy trails!
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Some may have been adopted.  Please call (775) 782-9061 for availability.
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Pets shown were available as this newsletter went to press. The shelter population is constantly 
changing so watch for updates on our website dawgrescue.com or see us on Facebook.

June 2019

DelilahBowldwin cece Georgia

Gizmo Grimm Henry loretta

oreo rudy sadie shadow

DOGS AND CATS 
Available for Adoption at

Douglas County Animal Shelter, Gardnerville, NV

We are happy to report that for February through April, 
2019 we succeeded in finding new homes for

48 dogs & 29 cats!
Adoption 
Update:

ADoPteD!

ADoPteD!

ADoPteD!

ADoPteD!

ADoPteD!
ADoPteD!
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An unfortunate situation has 
turned out well….at least for 
most.  Shelter staff was alerted to 
a Douglas County home with many 
cats.  Twelve cats were sick and 
needed immediate assistance.  They 
were transported to Douglas County Animal Care and Services 
and the vet.  Unfortunately, the diagnosis was feline calicivirus 
(FCV), a highly contagious virus that can cause upper respiratory 
infections and oral disease in cats.  The typical symptoms involve 
the nose and throat, causing symptoms such as sneezing, nasal 
congestion, conjunctivitis (pink eye) and discharges from the nose 
or eyes.  These cats were placed in a separate room at the shelter 
and cared for by both shelter staff and volunteers from DAWG.

There has been much concern regarding placement of these 
cats into homes with other animals.  This virus is not curable, 
although it is manageable.  There is no danger to vaccinated cats 
being in contact with these cats.  The definite message here is 
that with proper vaccination this situation would never have 
happened.  The calicivirus is totally preventable with the normal 
feline vaccines given to kittens and cats.  The second message is 
to prevent unwanted litters of kittens by spaying and neutering 
your cats.  This procedure should be done by the age of 6 months.
It has been a couple of months and the news for most of the cats 
is good.  They have been adopted into forever homes.  Only one 
little gal remains waiting for her special someone to claim her.  
Cece is our little “one eyed wonder”….a sweet black and white 
tuxedo just waiting for that perfect home.  

FcV cats
Submitted by Linda Garmong, 
DAWG Member, Medical Coodinator

Join other volunteers who are 
caring for the cats and walking 
the dogs at the Douglas County 
Animal Shelter and/or become 
a foster parent for a cat or dog. 
Help is badly needed. All foster 
expenses are paid. Contact the 

shelter at (775) 
782-9061 for more 
information or drop 

by at 921 Pinenut 
Road, Gardnerville 

(across from the fair 
grounds) to pick up a 
volunteer application 

and have a look around. 
Your help will be 

greatly appreciated.

Volunteers Needed



DAWG’s Officers for FY 2019-2020:
President

Tondra Vees
Vice President
Sandy Wood

Treasurer 
Lori Paxson

Recording Secretary 
Linda Miner 

Member-at-Large 
Anita Money

DAWG’s Board of Directors:
Coleen Zepeda
Sarah Sparks

Casey McClain
Cherie Owen
Maggie Bado

Join DAwG as an Active 
member or as a supporter!

www.dawgrescue.com
(775) 267-7325

Douglas Animal Welfare Group
P.O. Box 1850

Gardnerville, NV 89410
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Call DAWG at 
(775) 267-7325
to find out how

 to join!

DAWG’s Facebook donate button is 
now active.  Feel free to give it a try!


